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This is generous help but a price has to be paid for it. The
money will reach Jamaica Welfare through the local Govern-
ment and the directorate has been enlarged from seven to
eighteen in order to admit members of the Legislative Council.
The pioneering work of Jamaica Welfare has thus been brought
to an end and It has become an official agency of betterment.
But the danger that enthusiasm and initiative would be driven
out of it has largely been averted by Professor Simey's action.
He has used his influence as the Comptroller's Social Adviser
to recommend Jamaica Welfare's example to the other colonies.
A project for a Trinidad and Tobago Welfare has been carried
through and a Barbados Welfare is in operation. This last is a
remarkable achievement. Nowhere in the West Indies is the
colour line drawn with more strictness than in Barbados, and
Barbados Welfare is among the few instances in the Colony's
history of white and coloured people voluntarily meeting on
terms of equality and subscribing considerable sums of money
for the common good.1 Further, Professor Simey has already
held in Jamaica the first of his "projected courses on social work,
based on the experiences of Jamaica Welfare and attended by
students from the other colonies as well as by Jamaicans. All
these Welfare movements, including the transformed parent
body, have still to justify themselves in action, but they are of
the utmost promise both in their plans for social betterment
and in their power to arouse and canalize local enthusiasm.
As such they deserve more notice than they have yet received
in this country. They are the first expression of the new will
of West Indians to determine their own future.

The nascent political consciousness of West Indians and the
breaches in local insularity are the two most potent influences
now modifying West Indian life. If they persist, the future of
the Caribbean will be different from its past. But the past still
overshadows the present, dominating it socially, yielding with

1 British Guiana was also planning a Welfare organization at the time
of my visit but there it was proposed to make it a part of the Youth
Movement.